
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 Title  Style of Assessment 
 

Paper 1 Socialisation, Culture and Identity 90 minute exam 
30% of A Level award 

Paper 2 Researching and Understanding Social Inequalities 135 minute exam 
35% of A Level award 

Paper 3 Debates in Contemporary Society 135 minute exam 
35% of A Level award 

 
 
 
Course Details 
Awarding Body:   OCR 
WebsiteSpecific Number:   Website: www.ocr.org.uk     Specification Number: H580 
Staff Contact:  Mr M Addison (maddison@brunts.evolvetrust.org)  

 

Key content 

A level 

Sociology 

What will I learn? 
The course investigates how we become who we are; 
focusing on aspects of identity such as gender, class, 
ethnicity and age; how much they impact upon us as 
individuals and how this has changed over time and 
cultures. You will also study the sociology of the 
Family; how and why family structures and social 
demographics have changed, before applying core 
sociological theory to explanations of why the family 
is an important aspect of society. The second year of 
study builds on this and studies the impact of 
emerging digital communications such as the internet 
and social media on our identities and relationships. 
The Crime and Deviance module focuses on how 
aspects of our identity make us more or less likely to 
be a victim of crime, as well various ways of dealing 
with offender behaviour from different political 
viewpoints. 
This course is suitable for anyone interested in the 
way our society operates.  Sociology requires an 
inquiring and critical mind; you will need to be able to 
look at our society objectively and understand the 
differences between the UK now and in the past and 
the UK compared to other cultures.   
You also need to have an interest in current affairs, 
as being able to apply your knowledge to the real 
world is a crucial skill.  
 

What could this course lead on to?  
Sociology students are found in many walks of life but 
usually in a career that centres on the challenges of 
modern society such as; social services, education, 
criminal justice, government and counselling. 
 
Sociology has many transferable skills and will allow 
you to develop your critical reasoning, debating, 
analytical and collaborative learning skills; all vital for 
progression to university. 
 
Sociology compliments other subjects such as Health 
& Social Care, Government & Politics, Psychology, 
History, Media and English Literature. Sociology 
students need to be highly literate as there is a lot of 
reading and essay writing involved. It’s a fascinating 
subject and makes you look at the world and your own 
place within it in a completely new way. 
 
Entry Requirements:  
Minimum of GCSE grade 5 in history or geography 
plus GCSE grade 5 in English Literature. 
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